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North Ward candidates pledge to do better.,

By Isaac Avilucea
farrditicha tretidord d orm

THRENTON » They're hoping
o be the citys Morth star.

cil candidstes Jennifer Wil-
liams and Algermon Wand
laicl ol vigions for @ more
prosperons Trenton follow-
ing four vears of acrinomy
nnder corrent leaders.

For the firsl Lime gince
2010, residents will have
A new representative as
current Cooncilwoman
and former Vice Presi-
dent Marge Caldwell-wil-
som announced this month
that she wonldn't run for a
fourth term.

That apened e race up
for one of the five candi-
dates vying for the seal.

while their platforms
dovetailed on issues like
public safety, job creation
and ecomomic redevelop-
ment, the two candidates”
competing styles were on
display Wednesday.

In a prepared spesch that
lasted roughly 10 minmtes,
Willinms riled up support-
ers from behind a podinm
at Trenton Social, saying
Trenton must do a better
job at marketing ftself to
investors and people look-
ing to relocate from bigger
cities like Mew York.

The current crop of legis-
lators have ot imes poshed
a Trenton-first mantma that
has come across as adver-
sarial to outsiders.

That must change if
Trenton i5 going to change
for the betler, Williams
snid.

“We have o sell our-
selves,” she sabd “Wehaveto
bring everyone to the table
and find a middle way. 1 do
beliew: a middle way exists™

'Fbm'll:irlg wehile s and

Continued
North Ward

FROMPAGE 5

Despite those high-
profile instamees of hale
gpeech, Willlams has felt
embraced and accoptod by
Trentonians, Going door
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Horth Ward candidate Jennifer Williams delivers a speech during ber campalgn kickoff
avent Wednesday at |renton Social
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City activist Algernon Ward hopes the third time Is the charm in his bid for the North
‘Ward seat. Longtime incumbent Marge Caldwall-Wilson announced she's not running

tor & tourth term.

a colorful shirt, ward de-
livered an on off-the-coff,
TRarrimle serinon in Tk

to door in neighborhoods,
shell see pockets of min-
b (lauggs.

“I'm not gonma say cvery-
Uhing has been ewsy-peasy
and rainbows and sunshine,
bait, for the most park, peo-
ple are welcoming,” she
said. "Its a much better
place than it was in the

of a smattering of residents

munity forum than stump

at the Conservatory Man- speech,

sbn thal wals more o=

15605 and 19840s, when you
had to worry about things
like gay bashing.”

For his part, Warnd, a re-
Liredd slate research seien tist,
spent a larpe part of his ad-
dress fpenged on the city's
lackhnster COVLD-19 efforts
that killed more than 1,200
g im Meroer Courly,

He tuched on isspes of

He cited a death toll in
Trenton that was in the
Tl redls, The Trenlonian
hasnt independently con-
firmed that figure-. as of-
ficials stopped tracking
deaths on the city websile
along ime ago.

Ward said part of his job
working for U st health

f police brutality and the

City’s tepid response to

| COVID-19 and monkey-
piex, decrying antics of the
city's health officer, Yveite s

Graffie-Cooper, who made
headlines a few months
amo after pictures and vid-
cos cmerged of her recciv-
ing & halfnaked ruldiwn
at health department head-
quarlers.

both candidates pledped
to do better than “ill-tem-
pered” legislators whaose
fends hive herome a souree
of ermbarrassment for Iren-
Tomans.

“Our reputation is terri-
bl T'm gled I didn't win
last time, because 1'd be in
the middle of that mess, It
win it Bilessing in g e,
sald ward, who ks running
T Uhee Uhird Lime Lo reslom
pride to the seat

*“This chection is bt sav-
ing oor city,” said Wwillams,
whin was born at 5t Franeis
Hospital and recalled deliv-
ering newspapers in the city
as a kid. “We've had presi-
dents wisit here, We've hiad
presidents talk abowt what
happened here, They don't
sy the Battle of Hamilon,
They don't say the Battle of
Hightatowmn"

But ancther image of

Trenton persists — one of
violence and povernmental
corruption

Former Mayor Tony
Macks kickback scheme
didnt help, And neither did
record-setting violence the
last couple years undeor Gus-
ciora, as Trenton edipsed
and ticd homicide meeonds.

“This ome Elow next o
me, when 1 zaid 1 was from
Trenton, New Jersey, he
tapped me on the arm and
said, You live in Trenton?”
I said, “Yeah' And he said,
‘And you got out alive?™
Williurms recalled of an in-

department was to ensure
MNew Jersey was prepared
for possible wide-scibe hio-
logical attacks from domes-
Lie: o foreign enem s,

He worrled the “next
pandemic will be a man-
made pandemic” that conld
have a higher death toll.

“TF we're not ready Tor

be better for Trenton after 4 years of strife

teraction she had with a
peer while porsuing a mas-
terk degree at Tolame Uni-
versity. “That's in the eardy

The longtime head of
Trenton's GOF, Williams
is running to improve the
city's reputation and bur-
miigh leer pom,

She made history n 2006
a8 Lhe lirst openly Lransgen-
der delepate to attend the
Republican Mational Con-
venton.

For the last M years, Wil-
liams has served on the city
woning beosrd, the last two
as chairsoman.

This is her first foray into
nonperiisan polilics aler
running in 2018 for an as-
sermbly seal in the Dy ily
Democratic 15th

Dhstricl, Her campaign slo-
gan is of restoring respect,
honor and commitmant to
‘Trenton.

That won't coms casy
— Tremton was once voted
the least gay-friendly city in
New Jersay.

And current leaders
hawen'thelped improve that
reputation with their anti-
LizB TG antics the past few
VEATS.

West Ward Couneil-
woman Robin Vaoghn faced
calls for her resignation af-
ter she was caughl on Lape
during a 20X comonavitus
hriefing calling the openly
EAY TIAFOr &
drug addict pedophile,”

She also told one of Gus-
ciora'’s allics, Councilman
Joe Harrison, Lo continne
fellating the politician,

Then al a rally for Coun-
chl President Kathy Me-
Bride, cily activist and
fellow Morth Ward coun-
cil candidate Divine Al-
lah derided the mayor asa
Iflnmtlw
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the naturally occurring dis-
case, Jord have merey on us
wilven il comes down Lo a
man-made weapon that's
designed o kill people,
‘That's what scares me,” he
sabd, “We're going Lo press
every button we can to deal
with the health of the poo-
e of the city of Trenton "



